Installing a Second Battery on your Boat (rev 4)

Just to begin with, I am not an expert in boat electrics. The following is a compilation of






NOTE - If your two batteries are wired in parallel (direct positive to positive, negative to



Installing a Battery Selector Switch

Diagram 2 is a simplified wiring diagram showing how the Battery Selector Switch
should be connected. There is no need to fit a separate Isolation switch because the
Battery Selector switch has an “OFF” position which isolates both batteries.

You might ask "what happens to the -ve connections on the switch?" Quite simply,
nothing. There is no negative connection to the changeover switch whatsoever. Most
brands of switch do mark one of the terminals as “common". This does NOT refer to
negative connection!






8. Run a cable (red) from the “Battery 2” terminal on the Battery Selector switch to
the positive terminal of Battery 2. Don’t make the connection to the battery, yet.

9. Connect a cable (red) from the Common terminal of the Battery selector switch to
the positive bus bar of the Switched Instrument panel.

10. If not already installed, connect the negative wires from each of your aux
equipment to the earth bus bar. A smaller diameter cable can be used, as per the



Battery Cable Size
(As a function of current and length)

Mimimum cable size to use (AWG)









